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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS...
What IS aeroSeNte?

aerosente is a Northern Illinois based manufacturer and distributor of vintage and classic scale sailplane kits. We offer a full line of wood gliders and sailplanes starting with 
simple hand toss gliders and culminating with vintage and classic large scale sailplanes. our kits are designed and or adapted by folks like tom martin, tom Bode and tony 
elliott. We also offer a nice selection of Frank/John Zaic, JaSCo/JetCo kits from the golden age of soaring. mike Smock and tom martin are the proprietors of the aerosente 
Glider Workshop.

Why We do thIS

this is a hobby and a business for us... a labor of love (nobody in the business of selling kits is in it for the money, at best you squeak out a modest income doing this). We 
started Aerosente because we love sailplanes - especially classic and vintage versions. We love building them and flying them, and Aerosente is a way of sharing this hobby 
with others. So what we’re saying is that we are not Nordstroms nor are we amazon. We don’t have millions of dollars invested in technology, We don’t have operators stand-
ing by to take your phone calls, we are not ISO 9001 certified and we are not your servants. We don’t look at you as a customer or a business transaction, you’re a fellow 
enthusiast and over time perhaps a friend.  

thIS PLaCe IS a LIttLe meSSy ISN’t It?

If you spend any time on the aerosente web site you will see that there is a lot of stuff there. you will also notice that it is a touch messy, not unlike our shop, but if you 
give us a minute or two we’ll generally find whatever we’re looking for. It is not unusual to have a visitor spend several hours on the site reading articles and looking at the 
photos. most of our kits come with a lot of detail published on the web site. detail like manuals, build logs, historical photos, documentation, videos, etc. Publishing all this 
content comes with a hazard - it is difficult to make sure everything is up-to-date and accurate. So from time to time you may stumble across something that is inaccurate or 
out-of-date - for example when we update all the prices or contents of our kits we may miss a couple of old prices or spec’s. If we do miss something we’ll notify you to let 
you know what the new price is or how the kit contents have been modified and then give you the option of continuing or refunding your money.  

IF you doN’t LIke to BuILd theN you WoN’t LIke our kItS

If you’re looking at building a scale model for the first time it is important to understand a simple dynamic. We do this because we love the building process at least as much 
as we do flying the aircraft. If you don’t like to build or you are expecting a model that is almost ready to fly then you’ve come to the wrong place. It’s interesting to hear 
some guys say “why would I pay hundreds or thousands of dollars for a model that I then need to spend hundreds of hours building?” Well the answer is simply because we 
like to build. Building is entertainment for us. Flying is fun. When you pencil it out, compared to other forms of entertainment - building scale models is darn cheap, and your 
wife will always know where she can find you!

you doN’t Get detaILed BuILd maNuaLS WIth our kItS

If you’re the fussy type that needs everything to be perfect then don’t get started building scale kits. or, if you’re the type that actually reads the instructions before you 
put something together then don’t get started building scale kits. While some of our kits have manuals, most do not and require the builder to “noodle” things out on his own 
via the plans, build logs and interacting with the build community. all our kits have been designed by other hobbyists, not aerodynamic engineers - which means from time to 
time there will be errors on the plans or the parts that you’ll need to correct. most of the time we point these errors out - but not always.  

We are aLWayS aVaILaBLe By PhoNe or emaIL 

the reason we mention everything above is to make sure you understand what you’re getting into before you order. If you have any questions or potential concerns before 
you order then please give us a call at 415.246.4337 or email us at bolt55@aerosente.com. after you’ve ordered if you have any questions call us or email us. remember what 
I said in the first paragraph about “not having operators standing by”? The reason for that is because we take all our own calls and answer all the emails. Generally speaking 
we try to take all calls as they come in and I respond to all emails the day we get them. We do ask that you not leave voicemail. Some of you will call and leave a detailed 5 
minute voicemail that requires me to write stuff down and listen to it several times to understand what you said. Instead send an email. We check email about 10 times an 
hour. 

What ComeS IN a kIt?

We sell skinny kits and fat kits. Skinny kits come with the plans and laser cut parts only. Fat kits come with laser cut parts, canopy, instrument panel, hardware and plans 
- each fat kit is a little different so check the kit specs to see exactly what you’re getting. you will need to buy the long stock (spars, stringers, leading and trailing edges) 
and wing/fuselage sheeting, miscellaneous hardware and covering. Some of my kits have a detailed “buy-out” list for all the additional parts and pieces you need to buy, but 
many do not. We always recommend that you wait until you have the plans and the parts in hand before you do your buy-outs. do your own take-off from the plans and gen-
erate your own list. And of course you will supply the servos, and other on-board electronics. Each kit has it’s own specification so please review it to see exactly what you’re 
getting and call me if you have any questions.

WheN WILL my kIt ShIP?

most of the time within 7-14 days of placing your order. Pinpointing the exact date is impossible because of how we run this business. We try to batch our orders, packing and 
shipping. Which means the date your order ships is contingent upon how many other orders we get and when we get them. We will not call you when your kit ships, but we 
will email you the shipping information so you can track your order.

WILL aNy oF my PartS Be PLaCed oN BaCkorder?

everything should ship within 7 days of your order except for custom fabricated parts like canopies and instrument panels. From time to time our suppliers may extend their 
deliveries to us which will require us to put items on backorder. We try to keep stock items on custom parts but we’re not always able to match supply and demand. If we’re 
out of stock then it should generally be another 30 days before the item ships out. Because canopies and instrument panels are installed towards the latter part of the build 
this isn’t a problem. Please call us or email us bolt55@aerosente.com to confirm if you have any concerns about backorders. 

What aBout returNS aNd reFuNdS?

As I said above we are not Nordstroms - we can’t offer “no questions asked returns and refunds”. Because of the nature of the kit business it is very difficult to accept returns 
because of the hassle of repacking them, shipping them, and then being able to return them in good order to stock. Which is why we have attempted to explain in detail 
what you get and what you don’t get from aerosente. Because of the delicate nature of some of the parts from time to time the shipping process may damage some balsa 
parts. most of the time you can repair the damage with a little Ca. If not we’ll cut and ship replacement parts. If anything is missing from the kit we will ship it out to you 
as soon as you let us know. Beyond broken parts or missing parts, if you just want to return your kit they we will have to charge a 20% restocking fee and you’ll need to pay 
for shipping. once we get the kit back I’ll refund your payment less 20%. Visit our company store at www.gliderworkshop.com where you can browse from the hundreds of 
products that we now offer. and of course should you have questions at all call us at 415.246.4337 or email us at bolt55@aerosente.com. 

NEWS FROM 
THE SHOP

JANUARY 2013
Winter is here. As I write this the temperature is 3 degrees and we have 

snow on the way. The lake has frozen over and ice fishing looks to be quite 
good. I hope you had a  happy holiday season. We did. Our kids came home , 

we ate too much, played with 5 dogs and caught the flu. !

This months newsletter is dedicated to Schweizer’s SGS 1-26 - one of the 
most popular gliders of all time. I interview Chris Fenger who recently com-
pleted  a  1-26A restoration and I have reprinted most of his photos from 
the restoration in the newsletter. I think you’ll find Chris’s photos to be an 

excellent resources for scale details.

Enjoy!

MIKE
Proprietor

The Aerosente Glider Workshop
Island  Lake  
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CHRIS FENGER 

RESTORES A 1-26A

This monTh my 
feaTure inTerview is 

wiTh Chris fenger 
Chris has recently restored a 

Schweizer SGS 1-26 and since this 
is one of my most popular kits, I 
thought you guys might be inter-

ested in his restoration. Chris did a 
nice job photographing the restora-
tion and I have included most of his 
photos because they are an excellent 

resource for scale detail. Enjoy!



After his education, Chris and TR often flew their 1-26 sailplanes together at
Thermal Ridge Soaring in Tully, NY taking turns flying one another’s sailplanes. In
October 1982, TR had a special tripod designed and mounted to the right wing of
N5700S. Using a Nikon camera with an infrared remote trigger the two made many
flights over the Tully valley capturing the blazing fall colors.

In October 2007 when Chris and his wife Paula were visiting their son Peter for
Homecoming at Syracuse University they looked up TR. N5700S had been flipped
over in a windstorm on Nov 1, 1999 while tied down on the tarmac at the Cortland,
NY airport. The wreck was now sitting in the attic of the main hangar at Cortland
collecting dust. After examining the wreck and determining it was restorable, Chris
struck a deal with TR to purchase the glider and have it shipped home to Orlando,
FL .

Chris began restoration of N5700S in March 2008 with Peter helping whenever
possible. It was completed and flown again in January 2009.

In May 2010, Chris purchased N7678, a 1971 Schweizer 1-34, only one registration
number away from Dr. Robinson’s 1-34, which had been wrecked in a landing
accident. He and Peter flew the glider for a few months then began restoring it
in August of that year. The restoration was based on the original coloring and
markings of Dr. Robinson’s 1-34 N7679. Restoration was completed in late
December, in time for Peter to take for it’s first flight on New Year’s Eve. N7678
was the subject of an article in the December 2011 edition of EAA’s Sport Aviation
Magazine.

Chris also owns and flies a 1974 Beechcraft A-36 Bonanza . He holds an instrument
rating and is a certified flight instructor in gliders. He is currently building the Frank
Zaic designed JASCO Thermic 50X, which he also built and flew as a teenager. Chris
and his wife Paula now live in Yardley, PA in southern Bucks County. He bases his
gliders at Van Sant airport in northern Bucks County where he originally soloed in
1974.

Dr. Robinson passed away in 1998 at the age of 80. TR is still living in Tully, NY not
far from where he and Chris used to fly their sailplanes. They stay in close touch and
maintain a warm friendship.

Chris fenger is a naTive of Buffalo, ny and has Been 
Building models airplanes,airships, ships, and glid-
ers sinCe his Teenage years in The laTe 1960’s. In his
grandfather’s basement Chris discovered the free flight models built in the 1930’s
and ‘40’s by his uncle, a Navy fighter pilot and took an immediate interest in all
things aviation.

While reading an aviation history book in school he became interested in zeppelin
airships and immediately went about designing hull structures. To obtain plans
he contacted Dr. Douglas H. Robinson a renowned airship historian and author of
numerous books on the history of airships. The two became life-long friends. Chris
went on to build airship models for display at the Lakehurst Naval Air Station and
various authors including Dr. Robinson.

Dr. Robinson was an avid private pilot owning a 1954 Cessna 170B as well as
N7679, a 1971 Schweizer 1-34 sailplane. In 1972 while visiting Dr. Robinson Chris
had his first ride in a glider, a Schweizer 2-33 and became hooked on soaring.
After soloing in October 1974 Chris went on to finish college and graduate school
at Syracuse University before earning his private pilot certificate and adding the
glider rating in 1980 and 1981 respectively. He went on to earn his commercial
license in both gliders and hot air balloons while living in Syracuse, NY. It was then
that he purchased a Schweizer 1-26C sailplane spending the better part of a year
completing a full restoration.

While at Syracuse University in the mid 1970’s Chris met Dr. Tom “TR” Richards,
a photography professor at the Newhouse School of Public Communications who
owned N5700S, a Schweizer 1-26A. TR launched his glider off his hill top land south
of Syracuse via winch tow landing in the fields of friendly farmer neighbors. In 1975
Chris wrote an article for the school newspaper The Daily Orange about TR and his
sailplane. The two became life-long friends.

JANUARY 2013 FEATURE INTERVIEW

Chris and his “groundcrew” fixing the vario... 



The sChweizer 1-26 sailplane was designed and BuilT By The 
sChweizer BroThers of elmira, ny. The prototype flew in January 1954 and 
the last model came off the production line in 1979. A total of 700 were built. The 1-26A 
model was a kit much of which was fabricated at the Schweizer Aircraft factory leaving fi-
nal assembly and covering to the owner. The design commenced from the A model, which 
was largely fabric covered to the E model which was all metal. The SGS 1-26 was one of 
the most popular sailplanes ever built.

This sailplane is an A model, serial number 396 built in 1969, registration number 
N5700S. Dr. Tom “TR” Richards, a photography professor at Syracuse University bought 
the glider in the early 1970’s from somewhere in Pennsylvania. TR flew it until the glider 
was flipped over and damaged in a windstorm while tied down on the tarmac at the Cort-
land, NY airport on November 1, 1999. 

I often flew this sailplane in the early 1980’s when I lived in Syracuse and was friends with 
TR. We had a lot of fun soaring together. In October 1982 TR installed a tripod on the 
starboard wing and mounted a remote control camera. We took a lot of excellent images 
that autumn some of which were air-to-air with me flying my C model 1-26 and TR in his 
A model. 

The sailplane sat in the loft of the hangar at Cortland until October 2007 when I looked up 
TR while visiting our son during Homecoming weekend at Syracuse University. TR had all 
the needed parts to restore the glider. I agreed to purchase the wreck and have it trucked 
down to our home inFlorida. 

The glider arrived in Orlando on February 29th, 2008 and underwent a thorough restora-
tion based at Southern Aviation Services (SAS) on Bob White Field in Zellwood, FL. I did 
all the fabric covering and stripping of the wings. I also designed the paint scheme which 
replicated the one I put on the C model I restored in 1984.  The team at SAS did the metal 
repairs, painting, final assembly and sign-off. 

The glider was covered using the PolyFiber system and painted with high gloss two-part 
urethane. 

The glider was assembled for the first time on January 16th, 2009 and inspected. It was 
now airworthy again! I flew the glider on January 18th, 2009 for the first time in almost 
ten years and have been enjoying it ever since. She is a classic!

FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE AbOUT THE VENERAbLE SCHWEIzER 1-26 VISIT THE 
1-26 ASSOCIATION WEbSITE AT: WWW.126ASSOCIATION.ORG.

SCHWEIzER SGS 1-26 VARIANTS
SOURCE: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schweizer_SGS_1-26

1-26
The original 1-26 model is also referred to as a “standard”. It features a welded 
steel tube fuselage and aluminum framed wings, all covered in aircraft fabric.

Gross weight is 575 lbs. There were 22 “standards” completed.

1-26A
The 1-26A is a “standard” that was completed by the builder from a kit and 

licenced as a certified aircraft, instead of an amateur-built. There were 114 com-
pleted.

Like the “standard”, the “A” also has a gross weight of 575 lbs.

1-26b
The “B” model was introduced in 1956 as a factory built aircraft.[6] It improved 

on the “standard” by introducing metal-covered wings. This resulted in the 
empty weight increasing by 25 lbs.[9] The gross weight was increased to 600 lbs 
to account for the loss of useful load. Starting in 1965 the “B” was available with 

a swept tail to replace the rounded tail.

1-26C
The “C” is a kit-built “B” model. Like its factory built counterpart it also had a 

gross weight of 600lbs.

1-26D
The 1-26D was introduced in 1968 and incorporated some evolutionary im-

provements to make the aircraft simpler and easier to construct. These include 
a new monocoque nose forward of the main spar, top and bottom dive brakes to 
replace the top surface only spoilers of earlier models, new ailerons and a gross 
weight increased to 700 lbs. The “D” model also introduced a one-piece canopy 
and a lower profile fuselage. The swept tail was standard on the “D” model. A 

total of 77 “D” models were produced.

1-26E
The “E” model was introduced in 1971. The 1-26E incorporates a complete 

monocoque metal fuselage, entirely replacing the welded tube construction of 
the earlier models. It also has a revised fin assembly with new style attachments. 

The “E” has a gross weight of 700 lbs. 213 were built.

http://www.126association.org/
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History
The First model 1-26 Standard prototype flew in 1954 and
entered production in 1955. Later a kit version of the
Standard was produced by Schweizer and was designated
the A model. This model was then produced at the factory
and designated the B shown here which was essentially the
same as the Standard and A models.

With the 1-26C, the wings were fully sheeted in aluminum
rather than only back to the drag spar with the ailerons,
rudder and elevator still being covered in fabric as in all
previous and subsequent models.

The D model incorporated the first dramatic change in the
1-26 with the advent of a more drooped nose section to
increase pilot visibility, and new shape to the canopy and
instrument panel bulkhead and the new raked squared off
vertical fin and rudder.

Finally with the E model which was the last to enter production
in the 70s, the same changes as in the D were incorporated
along with an all new monocoque aluminum fuselage with the
aft section now being an oval cross section instead of the
previous model's triangular shape.

All told, 700 1-26 sailplanes were produced by the Schweizer
Aircraft Corp. making it the most popular and numerous
sailplane in the world.

Special thanks to the Soaring Society of America, Vintage
Sailplane Association, and the National Air & Space Museum.

Specifications and Performance
Manufacturer: Schweizer Aircraft Corporation

Elmira New York USA
Designation: SGS 1-26B Factory Built Kit
Airfoil: NACA 43012A
Wingspan: 12.19 m./40 ft.
Wing Dihedral: 3.5°
Aspect Ratio: 10
Fuselage Length: 6.32 m./20.75 ft
Wing Area: 14.86 sq. m./160 sq ft
Empty Weight: 161 kg./355 lbs.
Payload: 100kg./220 lbs.
Gross Weight: 261 kg./575 lbs.
Wing Loading: 17.56 kg/sq m./3.59 lbs./sq. ft.
Designed By: Ernest Schweizer
Structure: metal/ fabric wings and tail,

steel-tube/fabric fuselage

© 2009 Thomas J. Martin - www.aerosente.comSchweizer SGS 1-26B - 1:48 scale.

AEROSENTE 1-26 KIT VERSIONS

CLICK TO PURCHASE

1-26E 1:6 $169

1-26E 1:5 $195

1-26E 1:4 $249

1-26b 1:4 $249

1-26b 1:8 $149

http://www.gliderworkshop.com/kit-large-scale-sailplanes/sgs-1-26e-2.0m-1-6-scale-kit-s/
http://www.gliderworkshop.com/kit-large-scale-sailplanes/sgs-1-26e-2.4m-1-5-kit-s/
http://www.gliderworkshop.com/kit-large-scale-sailplanes/sgs-1-26e-3m-1-4-scale-kit-s/
http://www.gliderworkshop.com/kit-large-scale-sailplanes/moskal-sgs-1-26b-1-4-scale-kit-s/
http://www.gliderworkshop.com/kits/sgs-1-26b-1.5m-kit-s/


We are featuring 15 of our kits in this newslet-
ter spanning our product range from the new 
1:2.5 Scale ka2b  down to our 1:32 Scale “Chuck” 
Schweizers. all of our kits, plans, prints and parts 
are available for sale at www.gliderworkshop.
com. Prices are subject to change. Please check 
our online store for current pricing.  

The 
Aerosente 

Sailplane And 
Glider Fleet

Lawrence Tech IV
AMAZING! Jack Laister’s 1938 
Lawrence tech IV gull wing glider. 
First american gull wing kit.

Scale      1:3 

Wing Span   4.7 m

hull Length  235 Cm 

Wing area 2312.5 in.2 

Weight 11kg

LT-IV

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Condor IV 
MAGNIFICENT! We offer the Condor 
IV under license from tom Bode of 
Germany based Woodwings.

  

Scale      1:3 

Wing Span    6.0m

hull Length    2.5m 

Wing area 2.57 m2

Weight 16kg

DFS Reiher III 
EXQUISITE! We offer the DFS Reiher 
III under license from tom Bode of 
Germany based Woodwings.

Scale      1:3 

Wing Span   6.33m

hull Length    2.6m 

Wing area 2.10 m2

Weight 16.5kg

Slingsby Petrel 
BEAUTIFUL! If there was a beauty 
contest for vintage sailplanes the 
Petrel would win hands down.

Scale      1:3 

Wing Span   5.78M

hull Length    2.41m

rate of Sink .54m/s

CONDOR REIHER PETREL

http://www.gliderworkshop.com
http://www.gliderworkshop.com


Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

SGU 1-7 PTERADACTYL
the SGu 1-7 is a vintage pre-WWII 
Schweizer with its open cockpit and 
windscreen. We also sell this in 1:6 
scale.

Scale            1:3 

Wing Span          146”

Wing area                            1200 in2 

Weight 160 oz

SGP 1-1 Primary
The SGP 1-1 is the first Schweizer ever 
made and is patterned after the Ger-
man training gliders of that time. We 
also sell this in 1:6 scale.

Scale            1:3 

Wing Span           128”

hull Length                                        60” 

Weight                                             16lbs

SGS 1-23 
the SGS 1-23 1:4 scale is one of our 
best selling kits. this is the sailplane 
from the original thomas Crown affair 
and is available in 1:5 scale too.

Scale            1:4 

Wing Span           158” 

hull Length                                      61.5

Weight                                            10lbs

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ka2b 
another tom Bode masterpiece. 
this is the alexander Schleicher 
Ka2b at 1:2.5 scale. Magnificent in 
the air!

Scale   1:2.5 

Wing Span   6.40m

hull Length    3.23m

Weight 22kg

Ka6e 
From tom Bode again the alexan-
der Schleicher ka6e at 1:3 scale is 
5.0 meters at the wingspan making 
building and transporting easy.

Scale      1:3 

Wing Span  5.00m

hull Length    2.22m

Weight 11kg

SGS 2-8
the all metal construction and 
strut-braced wing is a classic! 
We also sell this in 1:5 and 1:10 
scales.

Scale    1:2.5 

Wing Span    6.30m

Hull Length    3.08M

airfoil NaCa 4412

KA2B KA6E 2-8 1-7 1-1 1-23
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Thermic 50 50X 70
the classic Frank Zaic/Jasco designed 
thermic 50, 50X and 70 are all here. 
these vintage kits have been updated 
and adapted by tom martin to build in 
about half the time with self-jigging 
and pre-shaped parts. each laser cut 
kit comes with the original plans and 
all the parts you need to build each 
model - you supply the covering. all 
three of these kits can be built by a 
beginner. 

“CHUCK” THERMICS
We offer three of John Zaic’s well 
known designs - the Thermic 18 (12.5” 
wingspan”), Thermic 20 (18” wing-
span), and the thermic “B” (20” wing-
span).these kits come with all laser 
cut parts and instructions. We also 
have online building instructions for 
each kit. these are fabulous beginner 
kits for dads and sons and grandfathers 
and grandsons. 

“CHUCK” SCHWEIzERS 
Great fun for fathers and sons and 
grandfathers and grandsons. We are 
now offering “Chuck” Schweizers - 5 
exact 1-32 scale flat profile gliders. 
Build them and fly them in an hour. 
They fly just like the real sailplane. 
you get laser cut parts for 3 sailplanes 
- the 1-23, 1-26b, and the 1-26e, plus 
spec sheets on each aircraft and de-
tailed build instruction!
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Hall Cherokee 
the hall Cherokee at 1:4 scale is 
a great beginner scale sailplane 
from the standpoint of both build-
ing and flying.  

Scale       1:4 

Wing Span     132”

hull Length    64.9”

Weight 6.5lbs

1-26e 
our 1-26e is about as scale as it 
gets and comes in 1:4, 1:5 and 1:6 
scales. the 1-26e does great on 
the slopes. 

Scale             1:4 

Wing Span                            120” 

hull Length                     63-3/4”

Weight 105oz

SGS 2-12 - TG-3A
Jack hiner’s design employs the 
classic military colors showing off 
it’s d-day heritage and it’s striking 
“warbird” colors.

Scale               1:5           

Wing Span                            133”

Hull Length  69 3/8” 

Weight 7.5lbs

CHEROKEE 1-26 TG-3A 50 50X 70 18 20 “B” SCHWEIZERS
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