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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS...
WHAT IS AEROSENTE?

Aerosente is a Northern Illinois based manufacturer and distributor of vintage and classic scale sailplane kits. We offer a full line of wood gliders and sailplanes starting with 
simple hand toss gliders and culminating with vintage and classic large scale sailplanes. Our kits are designed and or adapted by folks like Tom Martin, Tom Bode and Tony 
Elliott. We also offer a nice selection of Frank/John Zaic, JASCO/JETCO kits from the golden age of soaring. Mike Smock and Tom Martin are the proprietors of the Aerosente 
Glider Workshop.

WHY WE DO THIS

This is a hobby and a business for us... a labor of love (nobody in the business of selling kits is in it for the money, at best you squeak out a modest income doing this). We 
started Aerosente because we love sailplanes - especially classic and vintage versions. We love building them and flying them, and Aerosente is a way of sharing this hobby 
with others. So what we’re saying is that we are not Nordstroms nor are we Amazon. We don’t have millions of dollars invested in technology, We don’t have operators stand-
ing by to take your phone calls, we are not ISO 9001 certified and we are not your servants. We don’t look at you as a customer or a business transaction, you’re a fellow 
enthusiast and over time perhaps a friend.  

THIS PLACE IS A LITTLE MESSY ISN’T IT?

If you spend any time on the Aerosente web site you will see that there is a lot of stuff there. You will also notice that it is a touch messy, not unlike our shop, but if you 
give us a minute or two we’ll generally find whatever we’re looking for. It is not unusual to have a visitor spend several hours on the site reading articles and looking at the 
photos. Most of our kits come with a lot of detail published on the web site. Detail like manuals, build logs, historical photos, documentation, videos, etc. Publishing all this 
content comes with a hazard - it is difficult to make sure everything is up-to-date and accurate. So from time to time you may stumble across something that is inaccurate or 
out-of-date - for example when we update all the prices or contents of our kits we may miss a couple of old prices or spec’s. If we do miss something we’ll notify you to let 
you know what the new price is or how the kit contents have been modified and then give you the option of continuing or refunding your money.  

IF YOU DON’T LIKE TO BUILD THEN YOU WON’T LIKE OUR KITS

If you’re looking at building a scale model for the first time it is important to understand a simple dynamic. We do this because we love the building process at least as much 
as we do flying the aircraft. If you don’t like to build or you are expecting a model that is almost ready to fly then you’ve come to the wrong place. It’s interesting to hear 
some guys say “why would I pay hundreds or thousands of dollars for a model that I then need to spend hundreds of hours building?” Well the answer is simply because we 
like to build. Building is entertainment for us. Flying is fun. When you pencil it out, compared to other forms of entertainment - building scale models is darn cheap, and your 
wife will always know where she can find you!

YOU DON’T GET DETAILED BUILD MANUALS WITH OUR KITS

If you’re the fussy type that needs everything to be perfect then don’t get started building scale kits. Or, if you’re the type that actually reads the instructions before you 
put something together then don’t get started building scale kits. While some of our kits have manuals, most do not and require the builder to “noodle” things out on his own 
via the plans, build logs and interacting with the build community. All our kits have been designed by other hobbyists, not aerodynamic engineers - which means from time to 
time there will be errors on the plans or the parts that you’ll need to correct. Most of the time we point these errors out - but not always.  

WE ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE BY PHONE OR EMAIL 

The reason we mention everything above is to make sure you understand what you’re getting into before you order. If you have any questions or potential concerns before 
you order then please give us a call at 415.246.4337 or email us at bolt55@aerosente.com. After you’ve ordered if you have any questions call us or email us. Remember what 
I said in the first paragraph about “not having operators standing by”? The reason for that is because we take all our own calls and answer all the emails. Generally speaking 
we try to take all calls as they come in and I respond to all emails the day we get them. We do ask that you not leave voicemail. Some of you will call and leave a detailed 5 
minute voicemail that requires me to write stuff down and listen to it several times to understand what you said. Instead send an email. We check email about 10 times an 
hour. 

WHAT COMES IN A KIT?

We sell skinny kits and fat kits. Skinny kits come with the plans and laser cut parts only. Fat kits come with laser cut parts, canopy, instrument panel, hardware and plans 
- each fat kit is a little different so check the kit specs to see exactly what you’re getting. You will need to buy the long stock (spars, stringers, leading and trailing edges) 
and wing/fuselage sheeting, miscellaneous hardware and covering. Some of my kits have a detailed “buy-out” list for all the additional parts and pieces you need to buy, but 
many do not. We always recommend that you wait until you have the plans and the parts in hand before you do your buy-outs. Do your own take-off from the plans and gen-
erate your own list. And of course you will supply the servos, and other on-board electronics. Each kit has it’s own specification so please review it to see exactly what you’re 
getting and call me if you have any questions.

WHEN WILL MY KIT SHIP?

Most of the time within 7-14 days of placing your order. Pinpointing the exact date is impossible because of how we run this business. We try to batch our orders, packing and 
shipping. Which means the date your order ships is contingent upon how many other orders we get and when we get them. We will not call you when your kit ships, but we 
will email you the shipping information so you can track your order.

WILL ANY OF MY PARTS BE PLACED ON BACKORDER?

Everything should ship within 7 days of your order except for custom fabricated parts like canopies and instrument panels. From time to time our suppliers may extend their 
deliveries to us which will require us to put items on backorder. We try to keep stock items on custom parts but we’re not always able to match supply and demand. If we’re 
out of stock then it should generally be another 30 days before the item ships out. Because canopies and instrument panels are installed towards the latter part of the build 
this isn’t a problem. Please call us or email us bolt55@aerosente.com to confirm if you have any concerns about backorders. 

WHAT ABOUT RETURNS AND REFUNDS?

As I said above we are not Nordstroms - we can’t offer “no questions asked returns and refunds”. Because of the nature of the kit business it is very difficult to accept returns 
because of the hassle of repacking them, shipping them, and then being able to return them in good order to stock. Which is why we have attempted to explain in detail 
what you get and what you don’t get from Aerosente. Because of the delicate nature of some of the parts from time to time the shipping process may damage some balsa 
parts. Most of the time you can repair the damage with a little CA. If not we’ll cut and ship replacement parts. If anything is missing from the kit we will ship it out to you 
as soon as you let us know. Beyond broken parts or missing parts, if you just want to return your kit they we will have to charge a 20% restocking fee and you’ll need to pay 
for shipping. Once we get the kit back I’ll refund your payment less 20%. Visit our company store at www.gliderworkshop.com where you can browse from the hundreds of 
products that we now offer. And of course should you have questions at all call us at 415.246.4337 or email us at bolt55@aerosente.com. 

NEWS FROM 
THE SHOP
APRIL 2013

I’ve been busy the past few months. My other business has been quite ac-
tive and has distracted me from the newsletter and a several ongoing proj-
ects here at Aerosente. Things are quieting down now which allow me to get 

caught up on several fronts.  Did you know that I have not built a kit in the 
past 3 years?  Not only that I have not flown in the past 4 years!!!! Grrrrrr...

Haven’t had the time! What’s that old saying about the cobbler’s children?

Well I’m going to change that. This month’s newsletter is dedicated to a 
group build project for my Tony Elliott designed Slingsby Type 13 1:3 scale 

Petrel. Readers of this newsletter will know of my fondness  for the gulls and 
I will be building a Petrel as part of the build group. I’m doing this for two rea-
sons - one, to build something, and two , to R&D  some new parts. Anybody  

interested in a  “vintaged” “UpnGo” sustainer for the Petrel? 

Enjoy!

MIKE
Proprietor

The Aerosente Glider Workshop
Island  Lake  
APRIL 2013



APRIL 2013
 
AEROSENTE NEWSLETTER   

   

CLICK HERE TO BUY THE NEW CHUCK GULLS

http://www.gliderworkshop.com/kit-chuck-gliders/chuck-gulls/


PHOTO OF THE MONTH Sascha Heuser Horten IV



APRIL 2013 PIN-UP

Ashten Goodenough
Ashten is our favorite pin-up 

subject around here. This one 
is dedicated to Don Rice! Find 

more of Ashten at: 
 

www.malakphotography.com

www.malakphotography.com


1:3 SCALE SLINGSBY TYPE 13 PETREL

GROUP BUILD PROJECT 

June 1, 2013 - May 30, 2014 



These photos were sent to me by Colin Simpson. His father owned the “White Petrel” currently being restored by Bob Gaines in Georgia. According to Colin these photos were taken at Clayesmore School, Iwerne Minster, Dorset, England in July 1941 shortly after his 
father had purchased the Petrel from Slingsby’s. He paid £300 plus £8 shipping from Yorkshire. Colin’s father was teaching there during the war and had plenty of schoolboy volunteers to help him launch from the tops of local hills.

THE 1:3 SCALE SLINGSBY TYPE 13 GROUP BUILD PROJECT

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO BUILD A 1:3 SCALE PETREL? 
We are organizing a group build of our Tony Elliott designed 1:3 scale Slingsby Type 13 Petrel. 

Read more on how you can participate in the build. 



These photos were sent to me by Colin Simpson. His father owned the “White Petrel” currently being restored by Bob Gaines in Georgia. According to Colin these photos were taken at Clayesmore School, Iwerne Minster, Dorset, England in July 1941 shortly after his father had purchased the Petrel from Slingsby’s. He paid £300 plus £8 shipping from Yorkshire. Colin’s 
father was teaching there during the war and had plenty of schoolboy volunteers to help him launch from the tops of local hills.

There are several goals we have in mind for organizing the group 
build. They are:

1. Group Motivation. This is a “paced” build project with a con-
struction schedule designed to have the Petrel’s done in time for 
the May 2014 JR Aerotow. Nothing like a group effort, with scheduled 
activities and an end goal to get motivated. 

2. Designer Support. Tony Elliott, the designer of our 1:3 scale Pe-
trel will be available for ongoing support and advice as we progress 
through the build. Additionally, one of the advantages of a group 
build, is that we can share ideas and help support each other as the 
build progresses. 

3. Comprehensive Build Log. We will be running two build threads - 
one at RC Aerotowing and at Aerosente. Depending upon the groups 
participation, we hope to have a comprehensive build resource with 
narrative, photos and videos. 

4. Better Pricing and Sourcing. I will be offering both a short kit 
and a complete kit for the group build. I have to put in place both 
a minimum and a maximum number of kits in order for this to work 
for Aerosente. The short kit for the group build is $795. The com-
plete kit which includes essentially everything except electronics 
and fabric (sheeting, spars, stringers, laser cut parts, fabricated 
parts, and hardware) is $1,495. 

5. Research and Development. I will building a kit myself with the 
idea of testing out some new ideas. Inspired by Tony Elliott’s 1:2 
Wein, one of the ideas we’re toying with is a “vintaged” UPandGO 
sustainer for the Petrel. It would be top-mounted in the fuselage 
and we would design appropriately “vintaged” hatches etc.  

THE 1:3 SCALE SLINGSBY TYPE 13 GROUP BUILD PROJECT



These photos were sent to me by Colin Simpson. His father owned the “White Petrel” currently being restored by Bob Gaines in Georgia. According to Colin these photos were taken at Clayesmore School, Iwerne Minster, Dorset, England in July 1941 shortly after his father had purchased the Petrel from Slingsby’s. He paid £300 plus £8 shipping from Yorkshire. Colin’s 
father was teaching there during the war and had plenty of schoolboy volunteers to help him launch from the tops of local hills.

THE 1:3 SCALE SLINGSBY TYPE 13 GROUP BUILD PROJECT

Projected Timeline: Because of the scope of this project as well as the 
size of the Petrel that is being built it is expected to take a full 12 
months for completion. This time frame includes not only the building of 
the airframe, but also the installation of all electronics, complete finish-
ing and detail work to make this a scale aircraft of one out of the three 
prototypes, and finally testing of the completed aircraft prior to June of 
2014.



These photos were sent to me by Colin Simpson. His father owned the “White Petrel” currently being restored by Bob Gaines in Georgia. According to Colin these photos were taken at Clayesmore School, Iwerne Minster, Dorset, England in July 1941 shortly after his father had purchased the Petrel from Slingsby’s. He paid £300 plus £8 shipping from Yorkshire. Colin’s 
father was teaching there during the war and had plenty of schoolboy volunteers to help him launch from the tops of local hills.

THE 1:3 SCALE SLINGSBY TYPE 13 GROUP BUILD PROJECT

Project Goal: The goal of the project is to have a monthly build 
goal leading to completion by the beginning of May of 2014 prior to 
the JR Aerotow in June of 2014. 



These photos were sent to me by Colin Simpson. His father owned the “White Petrel” currently being restored by Bob Gaines in Georgia. According to Colin these photos were taken at Clayesmore School, Iwerne Minster, Dorset, England in July 1941 shortly after his father had purchased the Petrel from Slingsby’s. He paid £300 plus £8 shipping from Yorkshire. Colin’s 
father was teaching there during the war and had plenty of schoolboy volunteers to help him launch from the tops of local hills.

THE 1:3 SCALE SLINGSBY TYPE 13 GROUP BUILD PROJECT

IF YOU WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GROUP BUILD THEN 
SEND ME AN EMAIL AT BOLT55@AEROSENTE.COM  AND IN-
DICATE WHICH KIT YOU WOULD LIKE. I HAVE A LIMITED 
NUMBER OF SLOTS THAT I CAN SUPPORT AND I WILL AL-
LOCATE THE SLOTS BASED UPON THE TIME STAMP OF YOUR 
EMAIL. I WILL STOP TAKING ORDERS ON OR BEFORE APRIL 
28, 2013. ONCE I HAVE A CONFIRMED GROUP THEN I WILL 

SEND INVOICES FOR PAYMENT OF THE KITS. ALL KITS 
WILL SHIP ON OR BEFORE MAY 31, 2013.



 
 
 
I AM OFFERING TWO KITS AT SPECIAL PRICING AND 
LIMITED AVAILABILITY. THEY ARE:  
 
SLINGSBY TYPE 13 PETREL - SHORT KIT - $795

Laser Cut Parts
Plans
Manual
Canopy

SLINGSBY TYPE 13 PETREL - FULL KIT - $1,495

Laser Cut Parts
Manual
Plans
Canopy

Spars/Stringers
1). 6 - 1/8” x 5” x 48” Sitka Spruce spar stock. 
2). 3 - 3/8” x 3/8” x 48” Basswod fuselage stringers
3). 3 - 3/8” x 1/8” x 48” Basswod fuselage stringers
4). 12 - 1/4” x 1/4” x 48” Balsa stringers
5). 12 - 3/16” x 3/16” x 48” Balsa stringers
6). 12 - 1/8” x 1/8” x 48” Balsa stringers

Sheet Stock
1). 10 - 1/8” x 4” x 48” Balsa
2). 16 - 3/32” x 4 x 48” Balsa
3). 1 - 1/16” x 4 x 48” Balsa
4). 4 - 1/32” x 12 x 48” Ply
5). 1 - 1/64” x 12 x 48” Ply

Fuselage Hardware and Fabricated Parts
1). 1/4” Dowel for wing root former assembly (F5’s) 
as well as wing joiner former assembly (F7’s) - 36” (2x18”)
2). 3/16” OD steel pin for canopy locator at front - 1” long - 
3). 7/32” OD Brass Tube for canopy locator pin receiver at front - 1” 
long
4). Canopy spring latch to enable removal of canopy

Rudder Hardware and Fabricated Parts
1). A pull-pull setup for the rudder  - heavy duty
2). Robart Hinge Points - large - 3 
3). Control horns for the rudder   
4). 2” length of 1/2 hardwood dowel 
5). 1/2” x 1/2” Square balsa LE - 6” 
6). 1/4” Square FLE - 6” 
7). 3/8” Triangle stock 12”
6). 1/32” Ply - 6” x 24” for rudder TE and canopy frames

Stabilizer Hardware and Fabricated Parts
1). 1/4” Steel pin - approx 12” 
2). 3/16” Steel pin - approx 6” long
3). 7/32” OD Brass tube - approx 6” long
4). 9/32” OD Brass tube - approx 12” long 
5). 5/16” OD Brass Tube - approx 2” long 
6). A carbon pushrod for the elevator - 48” long
7). Two 4-40 pushrods - 12” 
8). Two 4-40 clevises
9). 4 pieces, 1/2” wide by 1/8” thick spruce or basswood for stab spar 
caps
10). 1/8”x3” + 3/32”x3” + 1/16”x3” balsa sheer web stock
11). 1/4” x 1/2” x 24” balsa strips for stab LE - 2 

Wings Hardware and Fabricated Parts
1). Control horns for the ailerons
2). 4 x 4-40 pushrods for the ailerons 
3). 1/8” OD Steel incidence pins - 1” long each

Spoilers Hardware and Fabricated Parts
1). A 12” 4-40 threaded rod plus 8 clevises 
2). Four small control horns for the spoiler plate itself
3). Two 1/2” wide 0.017” thick, 20” long mini hinges 

KIT CONTENTS



THE 1:3 SCALE SLINGSBY TYPE 13 GROUP BUILD PROJECT

GROUP BUILD SCHEDULE JUNE 2013 - MAY 2014 

JUNE 2013: PROJECT ORIENTATION BEGIN PROJECT. 
Initial delivery of kits and all materials for the build. 

JUNE/JULY 2013: FUSELAGE PAGES 5-8 OF INSTRUCTIONS 
Begin initial construction based on the plans and suggested construction sequence of the included instructions. 
This would be starting the build with the fuselage halves, general sheeting, bellcrank installation, and final 
joining of the halves to the finished full fuselage. Note: there will be needed installations of various elec-
tronic components during the building and assembly process to allow adequate access and adjustment. Be sure to 
create adequate access to these electronics should it be necessary to adjust or replace components throughout 
the life of the airframe. 

AUGUST 2013: STABILIZER/RUDDER PAGES 8-9 OF INSTRUCTIONS 
Assembly of the stabilizer and rudder as per instructions. Complete fitting of these parts on the completed fu-
selage, adding fairings and sheeting for final assembly as needed. Note: as with the initial fuselage assembly 
there will be a need to add various components during the assembly process prior to final assembly to insure all 
control surfaces function properly. Use the plans and instructions as a guide for this and do read through the 
steps prior to any final assembly and glue-up. 

SEPTEMBER 2013: WINGS PAGE 10 OF INSTRUCTIONS
Initial wing assembly beginning with creating of the wing building jigs as outlined in the instructions and 
plans. These can be built with a variety of materials, but it is important to make sure they are ones that will 
not warp or flex during the building process. It is critical to build a straight and true wing and that both wing 
halves are symmetrical with each other once completed After completion of the building jigs the spars will then 
be constructed as per instructions and plans. These must be constructed carefully as per instructions and plans 
as they are critical to the structure and strength of the completed wing panels. 

OCTOBER 2013: WINGS PAGES 10-13 OF INSTRUCTIONS 
Build both right and left wing panels using the jigs and spars previously completed. The panels should be as-
sembled as per all instructions and plans and should be completed for spoiler assembly. Note this process is all 
dry assembly at this point. Glue-up will take place after other structures and component of the wing assembly 
are in place and all is aligned for final assembly. Spoiler assembly and installation follows, completing all 
steps of the instructions and plans. Note the installation of various electronics component and servos for these 
steps prior to final assembly. After all components of the wing assembly have been dry fit and completed final as-
sembly and glue-up is completed. 

NOVEMBER 2013: WINGS PAGES 13-14 OF INSTRUCTIONS 
Sheeting of the wing should be completed at this stage following instructions and plans. December 2013: WINGS 
Pages 15-16 of instructions At this point the build of the ailerons and bottom of the wings will be completed as 
per instructions and plans. 

JANUARY 2014: ALIGNMENT AND FITTING PAGES 16-17 OF INSTRUCTIONS 
Final alignment and assembly of fuselage, wings and tail assemblies. Complete all steps for this process and 
prepare the airframe for installations of electronics as well as all finishing. February 2014: FINISHING Page 17 
of instructions Begin finishing and installations. At this point final choices about finish, color schemes, graph-
ics and scale details should be made. Complete the appropriate installations of all electronics and preliminary 
adjustments of flying surfaces prior to final finishing. The fuselage should be properly fiberglassed as per in-
structions to help with the structural integrity. Care should be taken with this process with thought as to the 
final finish and color(s) that will be used for the completed Petrel. Fiberglassing can be completed and a natural 
wood finish can be obtained as long as appropriate weight cloth and resins are used. Of course a painted finish 
is easily applied to a properly glassed surface as well. Scale detailing of the cockpit and o ther components 
should be completed at this stage, other than details that would need to be completed after painting.  

MARCH 2014: FINISHING 
Complete finishing of the airframe, covering of all open surfaces that have not previously been covered during 
construction and complete painting and application of graphics. Note: seal all edges of covering material to 
prevent it from peeling or opening. This can be accomplished in a variety of ways and methods, but is important 
to the longevity of the airframe. Complete all detailing and installation of any equipment or parts that have 
been on hold. Installation of the pilot and final balancing should be completed as a final step, Use the plans 
and instructions with care for this, adjusting the balance to be nose heavy for initial flights. A note on bal-
ancing: I prefer to always use lead shot (#8 or #9) in conjunction with diluted resin for the final balancing. 
I typically use this in the nose of the sailplane and make sure to keep it light by about 4-6 ounces of the 
recommended balance point. To achieve the final balance I like to use strips of lead that can be attached vi a 
screw in placement panels in the nose sections. This allows me to add or remove strips as desired to reach the 
final balance point that the sailplanes flies well at. I always start with the sailplane somewhat nose heavy for 
docile flying characteristics and then adjust as I complete test flights and changes in the radio programming.  

APRIL 2014: ELECTRONICS 
Complete any electronics assemblies and installations as well as initial programming of the radio system. Check 
all surfaces for correct movement and begin making adjustments for various flight modes. After initial set-up 
and programming is complete the initial test flights should be made to dial in programming. Set control throws 
for standard thro initially, adding throw after the first test flights. It may be of help to use exponential 
in the setup of the throws for all flight surfaces. Remember to use differential in the ailerons to have effec-
tive turning ability and this can often be mixed with the rudder for thermal and landing modes. I typically 
have three flight modes for my large sailplanes, the flight mode switch is a three position switch on the top 
left front of my transmitter: Launch mode: switch is in the forward position in which I have flaps active with 
the ailerons for full surface deflection to increase the lift of the wing (the Petrel does not have flaps, an d 
as such there will not be mixing of these functions for this airframe). In this mode the ailerons are indepen-
dent of the rudder and I do not have them mixed, as the critical issue with launch is to get off the ground and 
keep the wings level during tow. I also have the tow release active in this mode to enable release at any point 
during launch and tow. I typically have my tow release switch on the upper back right of my transmitter, as an 
on/off toggle. I have always kept this position for the release to have consistency between sailplanes. Thermal 
mode: switch is in the middle position in which I now have the ailerons and the rudder electronically mixed to 
help with thermal turns. All functions are active in this mode as well as spoilers. Landing mode: switch is in 
the backward position and in this mode I have my spoilers and elevator mixed to adjust for landing approaches. 
This is designed to help compensate for the effects of the spoilers on the pitch of the sailplane as they are 
deployed, to keep a slightly nose down attitude. Final adjustments and mixing is definitely a personal prefer-
ence to the individual and also an art form specific to the airframe. The Petrel was designed to fly in a com-
fortable envelope of speed, but not necessarily at high speeds. It should thermal gracefully and be able to 
detect light lift with the movement of the wingtips or pitch change as tell tales.  

MAY 2014: TEST FLIGHTS 
Continue test flights and adjustments of programming for the airframe. After several flights the lead ballast 
should be adjusted and fine-tuned to the specific choices of your flying style. Many choose to have the sailplane 
slightly nose heavy and be a bit more docile, yet others may prefer to start moving the balance point rearward 
and find a point where the sailplane “talks” as flying conditions and thermals vary. This is really a matter of 
personal preferences. Do be aware that movement of the balance point rearward should be completed and tested in 
very small increments, as there may be a point of instability that is reached quickly leading to the loss of 
the sailplane as well as safety concerns. Once the sailplane is flying well I always make copies of the program-
ming of my radio as back-up and keep the programming in my computer system. This will allow me to fine tune as 
desired and also to reprogram the transmitter in the case of the loss of prog ramming by error (which has hap-
pened more than once to me !). Additionally replacements supplies should be assembled that include replacement 
servos, horns, connectors etc. A very astute pilot once told me that all launches are optional but landings are 
required !  

JUNE 2014: JR AEROTOW JR AEROTOW.........finally ! 



IF YOU WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
GROUP BUILD THEN SEND ME AN EMAIL 
AT BOLT55@AEROSENTE.COM  AND INDI-
CATE WHICH KIT YOU WOULD LIKE. I 

HAVE A LIMITED NUMBER OF SLOTS THAT 
I CAN SUPPORT AND I WILL ALLOCATE 

THE SLOTS BASED UPON THE TIME STAMP 
OF YOUR EMAIL. I WILL STOP TAKING 

ORDERS ON OR BEFORE APRIL 28, 2013. 
ONCE I HAVE A CONFIRMED GROUP THEN 
I WILL SEND INVOICES FOR PAYMENT OF 
THE KITS. ALL KITS WILL SHIP ON OR 

BEFORE MAY 31, 2013.

QUESTIONS? CALL 415.246.4337 
DETAILS: CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS

THE 1:3 SCALE SLINGSBY TYPE 13 GROUP BUILD PROJECT

http://www.aerosente.com/13-scale-slingsby-type-13-petrel.html


CONTINUED... FEATURE INTERVIEW RICE

IN OUR NOVEMBER 2012 NEWSLETTER 
I introduced a new design partner at Aerosente, 

DON RICE. Don is helping  develop a line 

WWII WARBIRDS beginning with the CORSAIR.  

THIS  MONTH I CONTINUE WITH MORE 

PROGRESS ON THE CORSAIR BUILD 

There is a lot of cross-fertilization between 

WARBIRDS and VINTAGE GLIDERS not 

the least of which is the opportunity to master 

new SCALE BUILDING TECHNIQUES. 

For those of you who may frequent 

RC Scale Builder (RCSB) forum Don is 

currently building a ZIROLI CORSAIR KIT. 

His build thread is one of the more 

popular threads over there and Don 

does a great job of documenting his builds via 

narrative, photos and video. Don is also a mas-

ter craftsman and one of the most creative 

scale guys around. Enjoy the article! 

Don Rice with a Monocoupe 190A

DON RICE
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It doesn’t help that I’m changing perspective here, but all the parts have been trimmed, and 
have been braced with triangle stock, and have found their final resting places:

In the November Newsletter we left off at this shot which shows what this hinge 
looks like when all done.  
 
Strangely enough, this is just what the real one looks like

The outer hinges are basically all done at this point.

  

CONTINUED BELOW...



APRIL 2013 FEATURE INTERVIEW
All the other hinges, however, still need quite a bit of work. Here, I’m making a template from a 
business card to be used for cutting out wooden fairings to make these more like the real thing.

These are 1/16” lite ply. These will have some 1/16” balsa laminated to either side:



APRIL 2013 FEATURE INTERVIEW
Once glued in place and lightly sanded into shape, things were starting to look a little better. In this 
shot, the flaps have already been glassed, but you can see the wing TE and the gap between the wing 
and the flap still needs some work. This area has shrouds and operating doors on the real Corsair… 
Adding operating flap doors is for folks nuttier than me, so I’ll just be adding shrouds.

Here’s how the hinge should look when fully deployed:



APRIL 2013 FEATURE INTERVIEW
Here’s a look at all the inboard flap hinges with the hinge fairings in place on the flaps only. The 
wing needs to have the TE shrouds installed and the sheeting completed before I can add the fair-
ings to the wing side of the hinges:

Here’s a look at the “double hinge” shared by the middle and inner flap:



APRIL 2013 FEATURE INTERVIEW
And what it looks like when the flaps are deployed: After glassing and priming the flaps, some work was still required to finish up the appearance of the 

hinges and their fairings. In this pic you can see that shrouds have been added to close up the gaps 
on the bottom side and make the wing trailing edge (TE) appear more scale. The wooden fairings for 
the flap hinges had been waiting for this to be completed before they could be installed:



APRIL 2013 FEATURE INTERVIEW
Here’s what they look like after glassing and priming:

Making these flap hinges and adding all the fairings was extremely fiddly work, and time consuming, 
but we do these things because we enjoy them right? 

Moving on from the hinges, there are other mods to be made to the flaps to make them more scale. 
My model is of the F4U-1A version. Many of these planes, after the war, had a foot step added to them 
in the right inner-most flap, as can be seen here .... TO BE CONTINUED



APRIL 2013 FEATURED KIT
Detailed online build 
log for the Chuck 
Gulls can be found 
at the Aerosente. 
Click the link to
 see the build.

Click here  to 
order your  own 

set of Chuck Gulls. 
These make a great 
father/son/daugh-

ter  project

http://www.aerosente.com/chuck-gulls-build-page.html
http://www.aerosente.com/chuck-gulls-build-page.html
http://www.aerosente.com/chuck-gulls-build-page.html
http://www.gliderworkshop.com/kit-chuck-gliders/chuck-gulls/


We are featuring 15 of our kits in this newslet-
ter spanning our product range from the new 
1:2.5 Scale Ka2b  down to our 1:32 Scale “Chuck” 
Schweizers. All of our kits, plans, prints and parts 
are available for sale at www.gliderworkshop.
com. Prices are subject to change. Please check 
our online store for current pricing.  

The 
Aerosente 

Sailplane And 
Glider Fleet

Lawrence Tech IV
AMAZING! Jack Laister’s 1938 
Lawrence Tech IV gull wing glider. 
First American gull wing kit.

Scale      1:3 

Wing Span   4.7 M

Hull Length  235 CM 

Wing Area 2312.5 in.2 

Weight 11kg

LT-IV

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Condor IV 
MAGNIFICENT! We offer the Condor 
IV under license from Tom Bode of 
Germany based Woodwings.

  

Scale      1:3 

Wing Span    6.0M

Hull Length    2.5M 

Wing Area 2.57 M2

Weight 16kg

DFS Reiher III 
EXQUISITE! We offer the DFS Reiher 
III under license from Tom Bode of 
Germany based Woodwings.

Scale      1:3 

Wing Span   6.33M

Hull Length    2.6M 

Wing Area 2.10 M2

Weight 16.5kg

Slingsby Petrel 
BEAUTIFUL! If there was a beauty 
contest for vintage sailplanes the 
Petrel would win hands down.

Scale      1:3 

Wing Span   5.78M

Hull Length    2.41M

Rate of Sink .54m/s

CONDOR REIHER PETREL

http://www.gliderworkshop.com
http://www.gliderworkshop.com


Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

SGU 1-7 PTERADACTYL
The SGU 1-7 is a vintage pre-WWII 
Schweizer with its open cockpit and 
windscreen. We also sell this in 1:6 
scale.

Scale            1:3 

Wing Span          146”

Wing Area                            1200 in2 

Weight 160 oz

SGP 1-1 Primary
The SGP 1-1 is the first Schweizer ever 
made and is patterned after the Ger-
man training gliders of that time. We 
also sell this in 1:6 scale.

Scale            1:3 

Wing Span           128”

Hull Length                                        60” 

Weight                                             16lbs

SGS 1-23 
The SGS 1-23 1:4 scale is one of our 
best selling kits. This is the sailplane 
from the original Thomas Crown Affair 
and is available in 1:5 scale too.

Scale            1:4 

Wing Span           158” 

Hull Length                                      61.5

Weight                                            10lbs

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ka2b 
Another Tom Bode masterpiece. 
This is the Alexander Schleicher 
Ka2b at 1:2.5 scale. Magnificent in 
the air!

Scale   1:2.5 

Wing Span   6.40M

Hull Length    3.23M

Weight 22kg

Ka6e 
From Tom Bode again the Alexan-
der Schleicher Ka6e at 1:3 scale is 
5.0 meters at the wingspan making 
building and transporting easy.

Scale      1:3 

Wing Span  5.00M

Hull Length    2.22M

Weight 11kg

SGS 2-8
The all metal construction and 
strut-braced wing is a classic! 
We also sell this in 1:5 and 1:10 
scales.

Scale    1:2.5 

Wing Span    6.30M

Hull Length    3.08M

Airfoil NACA 4412

KA2B KA6E 2-8 1-7 1-1 1-23



Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Thermic 50 50X 70
The classic Frank Zaic/Jasco designed 
Thermic 50, 50X and 70 are all here. 
These vintage kits have been updated 
and adapted by Tom Martin to build in 
about half the time with self-jigging 
and pre-shaped parts. Each laser cut 
kit comes with the original plans and 
all the parts you need to build each 
model - you supply the covering. All 
three of these kits can be built by a 
beginner. 

“CHUCK” THERMICS
We offer three of John Zaic’s well 
known designs - the Thermic 18 (12.5” 
wingspan”), Thermic 20 (18” wing-
span), and the Thermic “B” (20” wing-
span).These kits come with all laser 
cut parts and instructions. We also 
have online building instructions for 
each kit. These are fabulous beginner 
kits for dads and sons and grandfathers 
and grandsons. 

“CHUCK” SCHWEIZERS 
Great fun for fathers and sons and 
grandfathers and grandsons. We are 
now offering “Chuck” Schweizers - 5 
exact 1-32 scale flat profile gliders. 
Build them and fly them in an hour. 
They fly just like the real sailplane. 
You get laser cut parts for 3 sailplanes 
- the 1-23, 1-26b, and the 1-26e, plus 
spec sheets on each aircraft and de-
tailed build instruction!

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Ref: 6800.00 Ref: 6800.00

Hall Cherokee 
The Hall Cherokee at 1:4 scale is 
a great beginner scale sailplane 
from the standpoint of both build-
ing and flying.  

Scale       1:4 

Wing Span     132”

Hull Length    64.9”

Weight 6.5lbs

1-26e 
Our 1-26e is about as scale as it 
gets and comes in 1:4, 1:5 and 1:6 
scales. The 1-26e does great on 
the slopes. 

Scale             1:4 

Wing Span                            120” 

Hull Length                     63-3/4”

Weight 105oz

SGS 2-12 - TG-3A
Jack Hiner’s design employs the 
classic military colors showing off 
it’s D-Day heritage and it’s striking 
“warbird” colors.

Scale               1:5           

Wing Span                            133”

Hull Length  69 3/8” 

Weight 7.5lbs

CHEROKEE 1-26 TG-3A 50 50X 70 18 20 “B” SCHWEIZERS
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